
FTC/FES-EO
Family Open House

March 14th, 2024



Agenda
Scholarship Updates & Reminders

Funding Updates

MyScholarShop: New Vendor Alert

Parent/Guardian Handbooks 

Please note: We do not have the Q&A 
option available; but you can submit 

questions in the post-webinar survey.



Scholarship Updates



Subject: FTC/FES-EO Families - Awarded 
Never Enrolled Survey
Sent: 3.04.24
 



Subject:  IMPORTANT NOTICE about your 
student’s upcoming scholarship payment
Sent: 3.06.24



Legislative Updates
Family Empowerment Scholarship for Educational Options (FES-EO), Florida Tax Credit Scholarship (FTC), and Family 
Empowerment Scholarship for Unique Abilities (FES-UA):

• Allow active-duty military members who have permanent change of station orders to Florida to apply for scholarships before they have a 
Florida address.

• Prohibit families from applying for multiple scholarships for the same student at the same time.

• Require, for RENEWAL FES-EO and FES-UA students, the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) to release funds to scholarship-
funding organizations (SFOs) no later than Aug. 1, Nov. 1, Feb. 1, and April 1.

• Require, for NEW FES-EO and FES-UA students, the FLDOE to release funds to SFOs no later than Sept. 1, Nov. 1, Feb. 1, and April 1.

• Require SFOs to release payments for full-time tuition and fees within 7 business days after approval by the parent and the private school

• Require SFOs to publish a purchasing handbook by Aug. 1, 2024, and by July 1 in all following years. The handbook must include a list of 
prohibited items and services, and items or services that require pre-authorization or additional documentation. The handbook must be 
published on the SFOs’ websites and provided to the Commissioner of Education.



Legislative Updates
Family Empowerment Scholarship for Students with Unique Abilities (FES-UA):

• Increasing the program cap for the 2024-25 school year to 72,615 students. Categorical exemptions, for students to be considered 
outside of the program cap, remain.

• Beginning in the 2025-26 school year, the cap on available scholarships will annually increase by 5% (up from 3%) of the state’s 
exceptional student education enrollment, minus gifted students. The cap will increase by an additional 1% following any year in 
which 95% of available scholarships are funded.

• Allow parents to use scholarship funds to pay tuition and fees for a prekindergarten program offered by an eligible private school.

• Allow a student to be 3 or 4 years old during the year in which the student applies, not before they apply

• Engage UCF’s Center for Students with Unique Abilities to create purchasing guidelines for the FES-UA program with assistance 
from Florida’s SFOs and input from parents of participating students.



Legislative Updates
Personalized Education Program (PEP), Transportation, Hope, and New Worlds Scholarships:

Personalized Education Program (PEP)
• Allow PEP students to use scholarship funds to pay for full-time tuition at private schools that address regular and direct contact 

with teachers through the student learning plans.

Transportation Scholarship
• Repeal the current Transportation Scholarship for public school students.
• Create a new Transportation Stipend, which will award $750 per eligible household for K-8 students to supplement transportation 

costs to a Florida, non-virtual public school that is different than their assigned school.
• Prioritize students who received a Transportation Scholarship in the 23-24 school year to receive transportation stipends for the 24-

25 school year.

Hope Scholarship
• Merge the Hope Scholarship Program with the FES-EO and FTC scholarship programs.
• Direct the eligible financial contributions to the FTC scholarship program.
• Allow students with bullying incidents documented by their public schools to qualify for FES-EO or FTC scholarships.

New Worlds Scholarship Accounts
• Expand eligibility for the New Worlds Scholarship Program to Voluntary Prekindergarten students with substantial deficiencies in 

early literacy and/or math skills, based on their most recent progress monitoring results.
• Increase scholarships from $500 to $1200 per student.
• Parents/guardians will use Step Up For Students direct-pay platforms
   to use their ESA funds beginning in the '24-25 school year.



Legislative Updates
General Awareness

• Religious virtual providers can now apply with the state to become an approved virtual instruction program provider

• Private schools can use certain facilities without specific zoning or land use requirements, provided they meet health, safety, and 
welfare laws.

o A private school may use facilities on property owned or leased by a library, community service organization, museum,  performing arts venue, 
theatre, cinema, or church facility under s. 170.201, which is or was actively used as such within 5 years of any executed agreement with a private 
school to use the facilities; any facility or land owned by a Florida College System institution or university; any similar public institutional facilities; 
and any facility recently used to house a school or child care facility licensed under s. 402.305, under any such facility's preexisting zoning and land 
use designations without rezoning or obtaining a special exception or a land use change, and without complying with any mitigation requirements 
or conditions. The facility must be located on property used solely for purposes described in this paragraph, and must meet applicable state and 
local health, safety, and welfare laws, codes, and rules, including firesafety and building safety.

o A private school may use facilities on property purchased from a library, community service organization, museum, performing arts venue, theatre, 
cinema, or church facility under s. 170.201, which is actively or was actively used as such within 5 years of any executed agreement with a private 
school to purchase the facilities; any facility or land owned by a Florida College System institution or university; any similar public institutional 
facilities; and any facility recently used to house a school or child care facility licensed under s. 402.305, under any such facility's preexisting zoning 
and land use designations without obtaining a special exception, rezoning, or a land use change, and without complying with any mitigation 
requirements or conditions. The facility must be located on property used solely for purposes described in this paragraph, and must meet applicable 
state and local health,  safety, and welfare laws, codes, and rules, including firesafety, and building safety.



All documents must be current (less than 
two months old), valid and match the 
primary parent's/guardian's full name and 
the current physical street address 
provided on the application.

Proof of Florida Residency

For the 2024-25 school year, families will 
be required to upload one document from 
Column A OR two different documents 
from Column B in the list below.



Note: If you will also be applying for a new student, the 2024-25 application checklist is not 

yet available; however, you may reference our 2023-24 application checklist here. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__go.stepupforstudents.org_e3t_Ctc_DI-2B113_cdJM204_MVQrnRmvD3FW1dsltN6F8slCW97gBTk5b3c8KN179mrj3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3l6VGKWBZ1MGH4JW4F7FlC73XLZqW6PYpNn1Pqc2-2DW5C-5F9Q82RKb3ZW7V-2DVZj7Z-5FBlVW5YRT4F3jVnJgW3JpX9W70b3MfVgzjL04BcdHLW5mtV2r1tVbXVW3Xndf24znSpKW9dbzBY1dbWt9VYcDKG31hZYJW2ktr-2Dk7WbH3hW6C3F9m3z4lHCW7DLP0g2d8snXW3-5FBQK73kMVL1W58N9dn6k4L0FVdT5qz4wTChJW7YDrPt2p06N-5FW2wbSk24-2Dbg5XW3KRm2j910T-5FpN5PQ2BRKNfftVs-2DbBf7n511QVx-2DVx-2D2q766QW7SN-2DdB3cy5vzW80-2DJrq2gy-2DQnW8BCnhD2tk4-2DFW5THP0D5tdNHtW5k8fST5tgtJrW2d0fr46gPNb5f7S-5F5Ys04%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DWx7ngqDEuNJwekcjQ55e-g%26m%3D3FYA0Q0BoBDWWXry0wogwMaEG-UBUaRxUDK4Vyx1CJXgmqLUIrRCxGvZGIC5MW3y%26s%3DplK5hO9vKYCCLU9Fw3KCGnUY0Yb-pn__FNnEVKnwDYU%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clswift%40sufs.org%7Ca1efd48ef0aa4fd1edd608dc387f8444%7Cf0e2351bd9f04a9d9bdbee8be3a999a1%7C0%7C0%7C638447367529787845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gn2FyCMRPAO%2Bdj9qgQZUG0LYofFr8YHKc0GO%2FZ7EJY4%3D&reserved=0


NEW 
MyScholarShop 
VENDORS



MyScholarShop New Vendors
The Curiosity Box is the world's first subscription for thinkers. Premium science toys, 
experiments, and collectibles designed for curious adults & delivered to your door 4 times 
per year.

Curiosity Box

Sign up for a Baketivity subscription and you’ll receive monthly boxes bursting with new 
recipes, activity booklets, and your favorite easy-peasy baking kits, delivered right to your 
door.

Baketivity

Each Cooper Kit has a new mission, storyline and theme. It’s an immersive family adventure 
that's fascinating for both kids and adults! The kit’s story-based adventure unfolds through 
five fun projects;  building, STEM, creativity, games and shipping box engineering.  Each kit 
is a rich diversity of projects, resources, and treasures!

Cooper & Kid

As a leading education technology provider, we blend education best practices, innovative 
technology, and insightful creativity that results in engaging, effective educational 
experiences that bring learning to life. Our flagship product, ABCmouse Early Learning 
Academy, is one of the most comprehensive digital early learning resources for children ages 
2-8.

Age of Learning

Fun-Schooling is using kids' natural talents and passions to ignite a love for learning.  Then, 
no more nagging and prodding is needed, and homeschooling becomes fun!  Many 
thousands of families have Flipped to Fun-Schooling and aren’t looking back. We have over 
50 different Core Journals based on a myriad of interests.  These journals organize the 
learning of all the core subjects revolving around their passions.

Fun-Schooling

Click on the links in the last column to reach each company’s homepage.

https://www.curiositybox.com/?utm_term=&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CB_US_Search_Brand&utm_content=US_Brand_Exact_Match&isbrand=true&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA6KWvBhAREiwAFPZM7nfSMw-MPsg7TEySCx_LnxU_V792GazlzXF9wayB58dBj6dkTeXTfRoC2gsQAvD_BwE
https://baketivity.com/?nbt=nb%3Aadwords%3Ag%3A11410975348%3A112695437278%3A623950795913&nb_adtype&nb_kwd=baketivity&nb_ti=kwd-406273236884&nb_mi&nb_pc&nb_pi&nb_ppi&nb_placement&nb_li_ms&nb_lp_ms&nb_fii&nb_ap&nb_mt=e&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA6KWvBhAREiwAFPZM7kH6ep5GbCf-QRU1R5PQ0iOpiU9ik6sNGZ5nHCrUWlzmPPooWz9j4BoC63IQAvD_BwE
https://www.cooperandkid.com/
https://www.ageoflearning.com/
https://www.funschooling.com/


FTC/FES-EO 
Parent/Guardian 

Handbook



FTC/FES-EO Parent/Guardian Handbook

The FTC/FES-EO parent handbook serves as a guide on how to 
utilize your scholarship funds.

Over the next few slides, we will show you where to find answers to 
some of the most frequently asked questions we get about the 

FTC/FES-EO scholarship. 
 



At what age can we apply for a student to 
receive the FTC/EO scholarship?



Refer to p. 3-4 of the Parent Handbook

Age Requirements

• A student entering kindergarten must 
be 5 years old on or before September 1 
of the applying school year.

• A student entering first grade must be 6 
years old on or before September 1 of the 
applying school year.



Can I receive multiple scholarships 
simultaneously? 



Refer to p. 4 of the Parent Handbook

Multiple Scholarships
A student may utilize only one scholarship. 

Families who are awarded more than one 
scholarship must indicate to Step Up the 
scholarship that they intend to utilize for the 
school year and decline the scholarship that 
they will not utilize. To decline the FTC/FES-EO 
scholarship, please complete this survey.

Failing to decline a scholarship may result in 
delayed funding.

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/7183632/Decline-Scholarship-Request?utm_campaign=FAMILY%3A%20FES-UA%20Scholarship&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=269381490&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--bNZvVwLchqFFCCB9qfd7Jz4r4JYLliv6eWhAjqgR0X13JVxw3CuELy1VSCsjZ1snVgHD0q-LOckqiDDMBpReZRoiHIp-z9cyhb4ri_heqxnAwoIk&utm_content=269381490&utm_source=hs_email


What information is required from families 
during the renewal process? 



Refer to p. 5 of the Parent Handbook

Information Required for Renewal

Once a student qualifies for a scholarship, as 
long as the student is a resident of the state of 
Florida and eligible to enroll in a Florida public 
school, the student remains eligible for the 
scholarship until he or she returns to public 
school, graduates from High School or turns 21, 
whichever occurs first, regardless of income. 



Information Required for Renewal
Documents required for all renewal applications

• Proof of Florida Residency (and spouse/partner, if applicable
• Social Security Number

• For yourself
• For your student

• Birth certificate for a student entering K and 1st grade



We are currently a family on the FES-EO scholarship and 
would like to apply for the FES-UA as our child received a 
diagnosis this year. What are the requirements to qualify 

for the FES-UA scholarship?



Switching a New Scholarship

FES-UA Handbook



Refer to p. 19 of the Parent Handbook

Where do FTC/EO families submit 
reimbursements for their students?



YouTube: https://youtu.be/6MSa1goqACM?si=y8WzOOVAgPVX37i6 

FTC/FES-EO Reimbursements

Once you are signed 
into EMA, click 
Reimbursements on 
the left panel of the 
Dashboard

https://youtu.be/6MSa1goqACM?si=y8WzOOVAgPVX37i6


Can you provide more guidance around 
tutoring reimbursements please? My 

reimbursement was placed “On Hold”.



Tutoring Invoice 
Requirements:
Student's full name, date(s) of 
service (including the month, 
day, and year), hourly rate 
and quantity of hours, type of 
service rendered, provider's 
full name, business address 
and license number, and 
amount due.  

Tutoring Reimbursement Requirements

Refer to the p.16-18 of the Parent Handbook



Missing Information:
Based on the sample provided 
here, this  invoice for tutoring 
services would be placed “On 
Hold.” It only has the tutor’s 
name and not the tutor’s 
credentials. It also is missing 
the dates of service.

Tutoring Reimbursement Requirements



Full-Time Tutoring Instructor Credentials: 
A valid and active Florida Department of 
Education license

Tutoring Reimbursement Requirements

Refer to the FTC/EO Handbook p. 16-18

Part-Time Tutoring Instructor Credentials:
A College Degree in the subject area, Florida 
Department of Education license number, or Florida 
Teacher Certification Exam Score 



Step I:

Navigate to 
https://flcertify.fldoe.org
/datamart/mainMenu.do

Click on “Public Search”

Steps for Locating Instructor’s Credentials

https://flcertify.fldoe.org/datamart/mainMenu.do
https://flcertify.fldoe.org/datamart/mainMenu.do


Step II:
There are two options you 
may use to search for the 
instructor’s credentials.
1. Educator’s Name 
2. License Number

Steps for Locating Instructor’s Credentials



Steps for Locating Instructor’s Credentials

Step III by Name:
Enter the instructor’s last name 
and first name; the district field is 
optional. Then press “search.” 

Step III by License Number:
Enter the instructor’s license 
number. The other fields are 
optional. Then press “search.”



Reimbursement Best Practices 

Need help identifying the proper documentation needed when 
submitting a reimbursement? 
We have some help for you. Use the link or the QR code to access 
our newest resource, “Reimbursement Best Practices for Families”.

Reimbursement Best Practices for Families

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Reimbursements%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Families.pdf


Finding Information and  Resources

FTC/EO Parent 
Handbook

Purchasing Guide



DID YOU MISS AN FTC/FES-EO OPEN HOUSE? 
NOT TO WORRY, WE HAVE THE RECORDINGS HERE FOR YOUR REVIEW.

January Open House February Open House



Subscribe to Our                 Channel!



Contact Us

Call: 877-735-7837

Chat: 
www.stepupforstudents.org

Monday – Friday 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM ET



Upcoming Webinar
April 11, 2024
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