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Subject: A message from Step Up’s CEO

Date: 9/6/2024 



 Communications
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Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: Submit
SLP by Sept. 15 for PEP Funding!

Date: 9/5/2024
           9/9/2024 
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Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: Submit
Test Results by October 15!

Dates:  9/5/2024
9/9/2024
9/12/2024 



 Communications
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Subject: Your student’s 2024-2025
PEP scholarship payment

Date: 9/9/2024 
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PEP Hybrid School Option

PEP students are permitted to participate in hybrid learning!

A PEP Hybrid School is a private school, approved by the Florida Department of 
Education (FLDOE), that provides PEP students with the option for regular in-
person attendance at the FLDOE-approved school location at least two days per
week. These schools are registered private schools with the FLDOE and have
been approved by the FLDOE to offer hybrid learning to PEP students. 

Parents/guardians can find the list of approved PEP Hybrid schools on the FLDOE
website here:
https://www.floridaschoolchoice.org/information/privateschooldirectory/ 

https://www.floridaschoolchoice.org/information/privateschooldirectory/
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PEP Hybrid School Option

Parents/guardians should not enroll their students in PEP Hybrid schools through EMA.
PEP parents/guardians may use the EMA Marketplace to allow the PEP Hybrid school to
receive payment directly from their student’s scholarship account (“direct pay”) once it
is available OR the family may choose to seek reimbursement after paying for the service
out-of-pocket. 
Please note: The student’s Award ID may be used to validate the student’s PEP status but
is not necessary for either “direct pay” or reimbursement.
The PEP scholarship parents/guardians must explain how their student(s) educational
time will be spent outside of the hours they are in school through their Student Learning
Plan (SLP) in EMA.
If you are interested in using your student's PEP scholarship for a PEP Hybrid school,
please monitor your email for updates. More information will be shared once it is
available. 
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Something important to note: 

There is a difference between tuition for the PEP Hybrid School and part-time
private school tuition. 

The PEP Hybrid school is simply a legal distinction allowing PEP students to meet
the state’s school attendance requirements without having to be a full-time
private school student. 

 
Part-time instruction does not have yearly, weekly, monthly, or daily attendance
requirements. Part-time students who are not participating in PEP Hybrid can
use funds to pay for a la carte services.  

PEP Hybrid School Option
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What is 
                                   ? 

Benefits of the MyScholarShop

MyScholarShop vendors are paid directly through your child’s scholarship account
with no out-of-pocket costs.
No reimbursement paperwork is needed.

How Does MyScholarShop Work?
“Pick it, Click it, and Ship it”

Search for what you need as you would on any online store and find the items you want.
Mark them as a favorite for later and check them out when you’re ready. MyScholarShop
will do the rest, including checking to ensure you have available funds. Don't forget to
verify your shipping address before checking out!

You are not obligated to use MyScholarShop. You can purchase pre-approved
instructional materials and curricula directly from vendors and then apply for
reimbursement.
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MyScholarShop
New Vendor Alert

Company Name Description Of Services Website

Our mission is to
REVOLUTIONIZE EDUCATION

with innovative and science-backed educational resources to address
the global literacy crisis.

https://www.thefid
getgame.com 

The Toniebox uses audio storytelling to introduce pre-readers and
developing readers to the wonders of narrative long before children

can read the words in a book. When children combine tonies with play,
they unlock the real wonder of storytelling - a mix of fascination,

surprise, curiosity and a craving for exploration all stirred together.
Through this, they discover powers within to create and transport

themselves to worlds and wonders all on their own.

us.tonies.com 

https://www.thefidgetgame.com/?tw_source=google&tw_adid=&tw_campaign=21394186472&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwlbu2BhA3EiwA3yXyux-sf1UanflGp6L5lN4QRXV6-zo3MRZjS1pFpl3TDa-HVYtxRSF7IRoCmQsQAvD_BwE
https://www.thefidgetgame.com/?tw_source=google&tw_adid=&tw_campaign=21394186472&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwlbu2BhA3EiwA3yXyux-sf1UanflGp6L5lN4QRXV6-zo3MRZjS1pFpl3TDa-HVYtxRSF7IRoCmQsQAvD_BwE
https://www.thefidgetgame.com/?tw_source=google&tw_adid=&tw_campaign=21394186472&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwlbu2BhA3EiwA3yXyux-sf1UanflGp6L5lN4QRXV6-zo3MRZjS1pFpl3TDa-HVYtxRSF7IRoCmQsQAvD_BwE
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MyScholarShop
Vendor Alert

Company Name Description Of Services Website

At Upper Story, making educational toys means bringing
important, but abstract concepts into a tangible, playful

form. We create groundbreaking, premium toys that both
delight and foster endless curiosity. Our two products are

Turing Tumble: Build Marble-Powered Computers, and
Spintronics: Build Mechanical Circuits.

https://upperstory.com/en/

Educational STEM Kits for Kids — Let your kids acquire skills
of the future by assembling fun engineering STEM DIY

projects. Explore engineering principles with our immersive
STEM projects for kids aged 9+ Continuous Fun. Foster

Creativity. 80,000+ Boxes Delivered. Perfect for Curious
Minds.

circuitmess.com

https://circuitmess.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=CM-Brand-Google-Search-US-CA-UK-AU&utm_content=broad&utm_term=circuitmess&gadid=692602130844&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwlbu2BhA3EiwA3yXyu7zBpot1kuwVvXPOleUdkFDhY_HcIgkEIDhdrqcjanC7Gr2TXQBiIxoCcvIQAvD_BwE
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MyScholarShop 
Resources

Navigating MyScholarshop inEMA Parents: Finding Services and 
Providers in the Marketplace

CLICK CLICK

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGOiNG6goU/9i3PAUEgnAfjKjRwJjBdsA/edit?ui=eyJEIjp7IlQiOnsiQSI6IlBCcjNINng5MGpCMDNqTVQifX19
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=O6PsCvJ_uLzpMICm
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=WTOPKJzfBAWDvG8K
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=BDwhrtnPFo-Njlck
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
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Purchasing Guide
Hot Topics

Educational Software 

Subscriptions

Elective Courses
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Approved
Educational Software

& Subscriptions

Software Subscriptions:
Graphics
Photo Editing Software 
Magazine Subscriptions
Music Creation
Editing Software
Newspaper Subscriptions
Productivity Software (including Microsoft 365)
Google Workspace
Video Creation
Editing Software
Magazine Subscriptions
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Video/TV Online Streaming Services

Musical Streaming Services

In-Game Purchases or Credits

Live Television

Social Media (except LinkedIn

Learning for Students)

 Family or Multi-User software

subscriptions

Educational Software & Subscriptions

Eligible
Educational Software 
& Subscriptions
Requiring the
Educational Benefit
Form

Educational Benefit Form

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/SUFS%20Educational%20Benefit%20Form.pdf
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 Items to Note Items are eligible for single-use/student pricing only.
Reimbursements for multiuser access subscriptions will be
prorated to only cover the student’s cost. If a single-user
subscription is available, the multi-user item purchase is
prohibited.

Educational Subscription Kits curated and mailed to the home by
a kit company are eligible for reimbursement.

Subscriptions must be age appropriate.

If a single-user subscription is available, the multi-user item
purchase is prohibited.

Educational Software & Subscriptions



•Music Lessons
•Art Lessons
•Art Supplies (including subscription
kits)
•Club Fees (such as Boy/Girl Scouts,
and 4H/FFA Clubs)
•Cooking Lessons
•Cooking Supplies (including
subscription kits)
•Drama Lessons
•Foreign Language Lessons

Approved Elective Items

•Animal Husbandry Lessons or
Training Programs
•Animal Husbandry Supplies
•Woodworking/Building Lessons or
Training Programs
•Woodworking/Building Supplies
(tools must satisfy manufacturer
age recommendations)
•Mechanical Lessons or Training
Programs
•Sewing Lessons
•Sewing Supplies

•Gardening or Horticultural
Lessons or Training Programs
•Garden Supplies (tools must
satisfy manufacturer age
recommendations)
•Safety items (including protective
gloves and goggles)
•Programming/Digital Production
Lessons
•Enrichment Classes/Courses

Personalized Education Program



Ineligible Elective Items

*Commercial-Grade Tools/Equipment

*Elective uniforms and/or costumes

Personalized Education Program
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2024-2025
Purchasing Guide

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC%20FES-EO%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*y6qdj9*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjE4Mzg4MzkuQ2p3S0NBand6SUsxQmhBdUVpd0FIUW1VM2xLdnNRbGN6NV9xZVNra084VEo2WENrRlVtcE1IbjE2YnF6bTNvdDNRRFFTdm93S0lEV3VCb0NidElRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTUyOTg0Mzg2LjE3MTg2NTc2ODM.*_ga*Nzc2MjM0NTg0LjE3MDMwNzQwNzc.*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjk3MDkxMy45My4xLjE3MjI5NzIxMTQuNTkuMC4w
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC%20FES-EO%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*y6qdj9*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjE4Mzg4MzkuQ2p3S0NBand6SUsxQmhBdUVpd0FIUW1VM2xLdnNRbGN6NV9xZVNra084VEo2WENrRlVtcE1IbjE2YnF6bTNvdDNRRFFTdm93S0lEV3VCb0NidElRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTUyOTg0Mzg2LjE3MTg2NTc2ODM.*_ga*Nzc2MjM0NTg0LjE3MDMwNzQwNzc.*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjk3MDkxMy45My4xLjE3MjI5NzIxMTQuNTkuMC4w
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What’s New in the 2024-2025 FTC/FES-EO/PEP
Purchasing Guide

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC-FES%20EO-PEP%20Purchasing-Guide%20Overview.pdf?_gl=1*1k8ts8s*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjE4Mzg4MzkuQ2p3S0NBand6SUsxQmhBdUVpd0FIUW1VM2xLdnNRbGN6NV9xZVNra084VEo2WENrRlVtcE1IbjE2YnF6bTNvdDNRRFFTdm93S0lEV3VCb0NidElRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTUyOTg0Mzg2LjE3MTg2NTc2ODM.*_ga*Nzc2MjM0NTg0LjE3MDMwNzQwNzc.*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjk3MDkxMy45My4xLjE3MjI5NzEzODMuNjAuMC4w
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC-FES%20EO-PEP%20Purchasing-Guide%20Overview.pdf?_gl=1*1k8ts8s*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjE4Mzg4MzkuQ2p3S0NBand6SUsxQmhBdUVpd0FIUW1VM2xLdnNRbGN6NV9xZVNra084VEo2WENrRlVtcE1IbjE2YnF6bTNvdDNRRFFTdm93S0lEV3VCb0NidElRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTUyOTg0Mzg2LjE3MTg2NTc2ODM.*_ga*Nzc2MjM0NTg0LjE3MDMwNzQwNzc.*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjk3MDkxMy45My4xLjE3MjI5NzEzODMuNjAuMC4w
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Reimbursement 
Resources

What is an ESA?

Families: Submitting Reimbursements in EMA 

Understanding Pre-Authorizations for Scholarship
Families

Parents: Finding Providers and Services in
Marketplace

https://youtu.be/qimMxjD66As?si=8eWm6WG-f-ktQZmo
https://youtu.be/6MSa1goqACM?si=IcfEC3c_wFxXVydH
https://youtu.be/6MSa1goqACM?si=IcfEC3c_wFxXVydH
https://youtu.be/mo4jTCgGYtk?si=P_41xEU6OYjotc31
https://youtu.be/mo4jTCgGYtk?si=P_41xEU6OYjotc31
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBfRKp6Znm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBfRKp6Znm4


PEP Handbook Highlights

Personalized Education Program (PEP) parent handbook
is a useful resource for understanding how to make the

most of your scholarship funds.

In the following slides, we will guide you on where to
locate answers to some of the most common questions

we receive regarding the PEP scholarship.
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https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FTC-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*r0cz6z*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4MjIwNzI0LjE3MjM0ODM1MTkuNTU1OTUwMTUwLjE3MjM1OTUxMDEuMTcyMzU5NTEwMQ..*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyNTI4ODA3MC4xMzUuMS4xNzI1Mjg4Mzk3LjYwLjAuMA..


We would appreciate your input on the parent handbook.
Please click here to provide your feedback.
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https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e92447e23394a80918d6b2e6571eeb0
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e92447e23394a80918d6b2e6571eeb0




Personalized Education Program

Q: How do we switch from homeschool to FTCPEP - Florida Tax Credit Scholarship, Personalized Education Program?

A: To switch from homeschool to Florida Tax Credit Scholarship, Personalized Education Program (FTCPEP),    follow
these steps:  

  Apply for FTCPEP: Submit an application for the scholarship through Step Up For Students. 
Withdraw from Homeschool: Notify your local school district to officially withdraw your child from homeschool.  1.
 Submit Documentation: Provide all required documentation to Step Up For Students to finalize the scholarship.  2.

Student Learning Plan (SLP) is due by January 15, or the student will not receive scholarship funding for the
2024-2025 school year. 

                                                                                                                                    
 (FESEO/FTC/PEP Parent Handbook pg.13 &16)



Personalized Education Program

Q: It is my first year with the scholarship, do I need to have my children take tests and submit scores before I can use funds or do I submit those at the
end of the year? 

A: Students funded on the PEP scholarship in the spring of the 2023-24 school year must submit the student’s 2023-24 end-of-year norm-referenced
annual assessment results by October 15, 2024. If your student is new to the PEP Scholarship this year, they will be required to submit their end-of-year
norm-referenced annual assessment results for the 2024-25 school year before program renewal for the 2025-2026 school year.
(FESEO/FTC/PEP Parent Handbook Pg. 15) 

Q: I am taking my kids to Washington DC and Williamsburg in October for an educational field trip. Do I need to get a pre-authorization for the museum
admission tickets or do I purchase them and then get reimbursed? It’s out of state so I am confused.

A: Yes, non-school affiliated Field Trip activities occurring outside of the state of Florida, but within the United States require a pre-authorization.
Additionally, out-of-state field trips and Florida theme park admission reimbursement requests must be accompanied by the Educational Benefit Form.
(FESEO/FTC/PEP Purchasing Guide Pg 8-9)

http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/SUFS%20Educational%20Benefit%20Form.pdf


Q: As a new member to the PEP Scholarship, it would be nice to have a link to the "Shop" where I can purchase supplies and
materials directly using the funding. Can you share any information confirming the tax implications of this (ie. is this scholarship
tax exempt?) 

A: MyScholarShop is NOT a special link; it can be found within your Marketplace, inside your EMA Account. You will have access to
the MyScholarShop within the Marketplace when funds have been deposited into your account. Purchases made with scholarship
dollars are not tax-exempt but scholarships do not count as taxable income. 

How to Access and Use MyScholarShop 
Log In: Visit the Step Up website and log in to your account.  1.
Access MyScholarShop: Click on the "Marketplace" tab within EMA.  2.
Select a Student: Choose the student you want to purchase items for.  3.
Browse and Select Items: Explore the available items and add your selections to the cart.  4.
Place Order: Review your cart, proceed to checkout, and place your order.  5.

Personalized Education Program
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Q:  Can unused scholarship funds at year-end be carried over to the following year? If so, how can I use the
funds? 

A:   Once funds are deposited into a student’s account, parents or guardians can use them for approved
items and services listed in the Purchasing Guide. Unused funds can roll over to the next school year.
However, per Florida law, Step Up For  Students cannot transfer funds if the account balance exceeds
$24,000. If a student enrolls in a public school, graduates, or turns 21 by July 1 (whichever comes first),
they will no longer be eligible for additional funding, but existing funds will remain in their EMA account. 

(FESEO/FTC/PEP Parent Handbook Pg. 17)
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Q: If more money is spent in a quarter than is funded, do we just wait for the following quarter to submit it for
reimbursement? Do the quarterly funds need to be used/submitted during that period, or do the funds carry over
between quarters and years? Where do I find the dates for when reimbursements need to be submitted?

A: If more money is spent in a given quarter than what is funded, then you can wait until the next funding of the account
to submit for that reimbursement. Quarterly funds can be carried over between quarters and years. Reimbursement
requests are year-specific. Requests for reimbursements using scholarship funds from the 2024-25 school year may be
submitted at any time after the purchase is made, as long as the items or services were purchased between July 1,
2024, and June 30, 2025. Please allow up to 60 days for a reimbursement request with the required supporting
documentation to be fully reviewed.  
 
(FESEO/FTC/PEP Parent Handbook Pg 24-25)
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Q: Can students who go to public school get funded?
A: A student awarded an FTC, FES-EO, or PEP scholarship may not enroll full-time in any public school, including: 
• A charter school 
• A developmental research school 
• Any other Florida public school 
• Florida Virtual School or any other online public school 
• The College-Preparatory Boarding Academy 
• The Florida Scholars Academy 
• The Florida School for Competitive Academics 
•or  The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind. 
PEP scholarship students must be provided the same flexibility and opportunities outlined in sections (3) – (12) of Florida’s Home Education
statute, including access to classes and extracurricular activities offered by their local public schools. Parents and guardians may use their
student’s scholarship to pay for classes or services provided by public schools, but public schools may not report the student to the state for
funding. A scholarship student who receives contracted services from a public school is not considered enrolled in a public school for scholarship
eligibility, but rather attending a public school on a part-time basis 

(FESEO/FTC/PEP Parent Handbook Pg 5-6&11)



We are actively looking for committed tutors, as well as afterschool and
summer programs, to help families achieve their academic aspirations. If
you are aware of any qualified tutors or programs in the counties mentioned
below, we would be immensely grateful for your assistance. Please take a
moment to fill out the brief survey linked here. Your input can have a
meaningful impact on a child's educational experience. Thank you for your
support.
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Citrus
Gilcrest
Glades
Gulf
Hardee

Hamilton
Hendry
Jefferson
Lafayette
Levy

Liberty
Madison
Monroe
Taylor
Union
Wakulla

New Provider Survey

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=GzXi8PDZnUqb2-6L46mZob-9x93hUTVIlvntsbCyVwpUN1VEM1VEVVAzT0lEWUk3WVc4QVFZSDJCSS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=GzXi8PDZnUqb2-6L46mZob-9x93hUTVIlvntsbCyVwpUN1VEM1VEVVAzT0lEWUk3WVc4QVFZSDJCSS4u&route=shorturl
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Scholarship Decline Form



Locating the Student ID

Student ID: 
Use this number to complete

the  Scholarship Decline
Form, or when speaking with

the Engagement Center.
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August Open HouseMay Open House

June Open House

Past PEP  
Open Houses
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Looking Ahead: Here are
the registration links for
the upcoming FTC/EO, FES-
UA and PEP Open Houses

FES-UA Open House
October 17, 2024

FTC/FES-EO Open House
October 10, 2024

PEP Open House
October 24 2024

New World Open House
November 13, 2024
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Are you looking for additional
helpful videos?
Scan the QR code or click the
link below... 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

https://www.youtube.com/@stepup4students


Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm EST

Contact Us Chat with us:  sufs.org

877-735-7837
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stepupforstudents.org/contact/

https://www.stepupforstudents.org/contact/


Thank you for attending!
Upcoming webinar: October 24, 2024

Registration Link 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_f_ItctyiTCymkTML6XpYtw

