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Step Up for
Students
Mission

FTC/FES-EO

Step Up For Students empowers
families to pursue and engage in the

most appropriate learning options for
their children.



FTC/FES-EO

Step Up For Students is a state-approved, nonprofit, Scholarship Funding
Organization (SFO) with a mission to help students find their place within Florida’s

public and private education system.

These programs include: 
The Family Empowerment Scholarship for Educational Options (FES-EO)
The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship (FTC) 
Personalized Education Program (FTCPEP)
The Family Empowerment Scholarship for Students with Unique Abilities (FES-
UA)
The Transportation Stipend
The New Worlds Scholarship Program 

Who is Step
Up for

Students?



Overview of the
FTC/FES-EO

FTC/FES-EO

Available to Florida residents, regardless of household income,

who are eligible to attend a K-12 public school.*

The scholarship will first pay for the cost of private school tuition

and related fees.

$8,000 average award amount awarded for private school

scholarships for the 2024-25 school year.

Florida students who are not full-time public school students now

have access to the Personalized Education Program (PEP)

through the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.



Overview of the
FTC/FES-EO
cont...

FTC/FES-EO

House Bill 1403 merged the Hope Scholarship Program with
the Family Empowerment Scholarship for Educational
Options and the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship programs.
Families who would have previously benefited from the Hope
Scholarship are encouraged to apply through the FTC/FES-EO
programs.



Declining Scholarship Form

FTC/FES-EO



FTC/FES-EO Award
Amounts

FTC/FES-EO

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/FTC-FES-EO-PEP-Award-Amounts.pdf?_gl=1*t2a9b8*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4NzgyMjAwNi4xNzE1NjE2Mjc4*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjg3NjAwNC4xMDIuMS4xNzIyODc2MDMwLjM0LjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/FTC-FES-EO-PEP-Award-Amounts.pdf?_gl=1*t2a9b8*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4NzgyMjAwNi4xNzE1NjE2Mjc4*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjg3NjAwNC4xMDIuMS4xNzIyODc2MDMwLjM0LjAuMA..


Per new legislation, families can only apply for one scholarship at a
time per student. If the student is denied the scholarship for which
they first applied for, they may choose to apply for a different
scholarship after being denied. 

The Hope Scholarship merged with the Family Empowerment
Scholarship and Florida Tax Credit Scholarship programs. Families
will now apply through the FTC/FES-EO programs for the 2024-25
school year.

Review of 
Legislative  
Updates

FTC/FES-EO



 Communications

FTC/FES-EO

Subject: Phishing Attempt

Date: August 3, 2024 



 Communications

FTC/FES-EO

Subject: Your student’s 2024-2025
FTC scholarship payment

Date: August 6, 2024 



 Communications

FTC/FES-EO

Subject: Your student’s 2024-2025
FES-EO scholarship payment

Date: August 6, 2024 



 Communications

FTC/FES-EO

Subject: FTC/FES-EO Purchasing
Guide Update
Date: August 3, 2024 



MyScholarShop
Vendor Alert

Company Name Description of Services Website

TalkBox. Mom

With this program, you learn a foreign language as a family the same way
you learned your first: talking as life happens! The program offers learning
guides to put up and use, native speaker audio practice. You may use your
phone or tablet to practice.

Craftsman Crate &
Raising Real Men

Receive monthly boxes that contain what you need to learn a real skill and
produce real projects – it’s a curriculum for becoming an artisan! Every
month you’ll get to try a new hobby. It’s fun, it’s satisfying, it’s authentic.

Pix Brix

Pix Brix are a multi-award-winning pixel puzzle brick that utilizes a unique
patented connection system. This simple 1-piece slide + stack system allows

the user to create 2D pixel art and 3D builds by connecting vertically,
horizontally, and even diagonally. Pix Brix are a certified STEM/STEAM open

ended building toy that fosters play, creativity, and imagination.

FTC/FES-EO

https://stepupforstudents-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/cpatton_sufs_org/Ecg_CTONH8pFrO3ZhTA5yBkByt1XLwdl90VKXbKy4LRM_A?e=U5kP7s
https://pix-brix.com/pages/stem-steam
https://talkbox.mom/
https://craftsmancrate.com/
https://pix-brix.com/pages/about-us


MyScholarShop
Vendor Alert

Company Name Description of Services Website

Apologia

Apologia’s Christian homeschool curriculum is developed in a way that puts
your child first, creating content that is exciting, challenging, and rewarding
to motivate students to want to learn more about the world around them.

Master Books
Master Books publishes Christian homeschool curriculum that will grow

students' faith in their Creator and His Word in a way that will have a lasting
and eternal impact. They serve grades Pre-K through 12th grade.

Denison Algebra

Denison Algebra is a curriculum company built for homeschool families to provide
quality, digital instruction in middle and high school math, particularly algebra. As
homeschoolers ourselves, we understand the issues - from ill-fitting curriculum
options to the onset of shaky confidence - that often come up when students hit

higher level math. So, we set out to address the problem with clear, easy-to-
understand courses designed for confidence-building retention and brain-friendly

mastery.

FTC/FES-EO

https://stepupforstudents-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/cpatton_sufs_org/Ecg_CTONH8pFrO3ZhTA5yBkByt1XLwdl90VKXbKy4LRM_A?e=U5kP7s
https://www.apologia.com/
https://www.masterbooks.com/homeschool-curriculum/grade-level
https://www.denisonalgebra.com/


MyScholarShop
Vendor Alert

Company Name Description of Services Website

Epic! Creations,
Inc.

Epic is the leading digital reading platform—built on a collection of
40,000+ popular, high-quality books from 250+ of the world’s best
publishers—that safely fuels curiosity and reading confidence for kids
12 and under.

FTC/FES-EO

https://stepupforstudents-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/cpatton_sufs_org/Ecg_CTONH8pFrO3ZhTA5yBkByt1XLwdl90VKXbKy4LRM_A?e=U5kP7s
https://www.getepic.com/


Handbook Highlights
Overview:

The FTC/FES-EO parent handbook serves as a guide on how to
utilize your scholarship funds.

Over the next few slides, we will cover some of the most frequently
asked questions we get about the 
FTC/FES-EO scholarship.  

FTC/FES-EO
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What do the Private School scholarships cover?

Tuition and fees at an Eligible
private school 
Eligible postsecondary
institutions 
Approved pre-apprenticeship
programs 
Fees for part-time tutoring or
Choice Navigator services 
Approved online or virtual
providers 

Private-pay student for Florida
Virtual Schools 
Instructional materials 
Curriculum 
Standardized testing fees 
Contracted services provided
by a public school or school
district



Book fees
Technology fees
Test fees
Athletics and club fees
Graduation fees

FTC/FES-EO

Eligible Private School
Fees

Application fees (payable in the Fiscal Year preceding the academic
year) 
Registration fees (payable in the Fiscal Year preceding the academic
year) 
Uniform fees (basic uniform pieces purchased from a school-required
vendor; shoes and accessories are not eligible)



Parents/Guardians
Enrollment,
Approving Tuition &
Fees in EMA

Enrollment and Invoicing



WHAT ARE THE STEPS TO ENROLLMENT WITH STEP UP?

PARENT SENDS
AWARD ID TO

SCHOOL

SCHOOL ENROLLS
STUDENT(S) IN EMA

PARENT ACCEPTS
ENROLLMENT IN EMA

SCHOOL
APPROVES/SUBMITS

INVOICE

PARENT ACCEPTS
INVOICE IN EMA

SCHOOL RECEIVES
PAYMENT



Tuition and Fee Invoicing

Log in to your EMA
account. 



New tuition and fee
invoice alerts will be
displayed in your
notifications, and an email
will be sent detailing the
actions taken.

Tuition and Fee Invoicing



Tuition and Fee Invoicing

The dashboard now displays
the 'Tuition and Fee Invoices'
section.
In this section, you can either
accept (blue checkmark) or
decline (red x) an invoice by
selecting the corresponding
button.



Tuition and Fee Invoicing

If you decide to reject an invoice,
simply click on the red 'X' button.

A pop-up box will appear to
confirm whether you would like to
deny the invoice and select a
reason.



Tuition and Fee Invoicing

Click on the arrow in the
‘Select A Reason’ box to
see a dropdown of
reasons to choose from.



Tuition and Fee Invoicing

1. Choose one of the two
reasons listed.
 
2. Click on 'Deny Invoice'.



What happens
when a guardian
rejects an invoice?

Please note that schools cannot edit or remove
invoices once they are populated. If the amount is
incorrect, the school may need to request that the
invoice be removed. They also may need to Withdraw
and Re-enroll your child. 
 

If the student is no longer enrolled but an invoice
generates, most likely those dollars are still owed to
the school due to dates of attendance. 

Tuition and Fee Invoicing



If you wish to accept the invoice,
please click on the blue check
mark.

A pop-up box will appear to
confirm whether you wish to
approve the invoice. If you do,
click on the ‘Approve Invoice’
button.

Tuition and Fee Invoicing



Please note: 

Tuition and fee invoices will be generated at
different times depending on the enrollment date
and type of scholarship.

Tuition and Fee Invoicing



What is the
Purchasing Guide?

•It serves as a helpful reference for families navigating the  
  scholarship process.

•Updated at least annually.

•It is not intended to provide detailed instructions or to 
  prescribe any educational program. 

•Please refer to Step Up For Student’s FTC/FESEO Parent 
  Handbook for more detailed information.

FTC/FES-EO



Purchasing Guide
Hot Topics FTC/FES-EO

• Bookbags (backpack, tote bag, messenger bag) 
• Calculator 
• Crayons/colored pencils/markers 
• Lunchbox 
• Math tools (abacus/compass/protractor/ruler) 
• Notebook/folder/binder 
• Paper 
• Planner/organizer 
• Printer ink 
• Tape/paperclips/stapler 
• Wax filament 
• Writing utensils 

School supplies are eligible for
purchase with any funds
remaining after paying tuition
and fees. Eligible purchases
include but are not limited to:



2024-2025
Purchasing Guide 

FTC/FES-EO

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC%20FES-EO%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*12x0bvt*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4NzgyMjAwNi4xNzE1NjE2Mjc4*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMzA1MzA0Ni4xMTEuMS4xNzIzMDUzMzQ5LjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC%20FES-EO%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*12x0bvt*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4NzgyMjAwNi4xNzE1NjE2Mjc4*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMzA1MzA0Ni4xMTEuMS4xNzIzMDUzMzQ5LjYwLjAuMA..




Handbooks Update information goes here
the font is TraditionellSans

FTC/FES-EO
Q: Can I apply for more than one scholarship at a time for my child?
A: No. Law changes prohibit applying for more than one private school or parent-directed scholarship at a time for your
student. You can apply for a new scholarship once you’ve been denied or have declined an awarded scholarship. 

Q: What will happen to the awarded scholarship if I have difficulty enrolling my child into a suitable private school? 
A: A FTC/EO student must be enrolled in an eligible private school to receive scholarship funding. A FTC/EO student who
remains unenrolled in an eligible private school will not receive funding.

Q: How can I access extra funds in the scholarship for tutoring, services, and supplies?
A: The first step to using remaining scholarship funds is to review eligible items and services listed as eligible expenses in
the FTC/FES-EO Purchasing Guide. Please note that some items will require parents to submit a pre-authorization and/or
educational benefit form. Items and services can be found on the EMA Marketplace and MyScholarShop platform.



Previous FTC/EO  
Open Houses

April Open House

FTC/FES-EO

May Open House

June Open House



Looking Ahead: Here
are the registration
links for the upcoming
FTC/EO, FES-UA and
PEP Open Houses

FTC/FES-EO Open House
September 12, 2024

FTC/FES-EO

FES-UA Open House
August 15, 2024

PEP Open House
August, 22, 2024



Resources

FTC/FES-EO

Purchasing Guide: Florida Tax Credit Scholarship, Family
Empowerment Scholarship For Educational Options 

Submitting Reimbursements in EMA

Parents: Finding Providers and Services in Marketplace

Guardians Approving and Denying Tuition and Fee Invoices in EMA

*What’s New in the FTC/EO Purchasing Guide 2024-2025?

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC%20FES-EO%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*1i9i66w*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4NzgyMjAwNi4xNzE1NjE2Mjc4*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjg3NjAwNC4xMDIuMS4xNzIyODc2Njc5LjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC%20FES-EO%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*1i9i66w*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4NzgyMjAwNi4xNzE1NjE2Mjc4*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjg3NjAwNC4xMDIuMS4xNzIyODc2Njc5LjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC%20FES-EO%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*1i9i66w*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4NzgyMjAwNi4xNzE1NjE2Mjc4*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMjg3NjAwNC4xMDIuMS4xNzIyODc2Njc5LjYwLjAuMA..
https://youtu.be/6MSa1goqACM?si=IrBgUeX7NItcjqFF
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=GR7jGtPLzIU5rm3j
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dv2qr5uyAE
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FTC-FES%20EO-PEP%20Purchasing-Guide%20Overview.pdf?_gl=1*14hxo8y*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MTkyNTE2MDAuQ2owS0NRandzdVN6QmhDTEFSSXNBSWNkTG01cTVkRmI2MEVyOFhQNlRoU2lrajNidU1JZWRQT1Y4c0NWa0tSU0gyTnQ2eklGY01nZDNMb2FBdVZvRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTE4NzgyMjAwNi4xNzE1NjE2Mjc4*_ga*MTg3NTc3MDU5MC4xNzA3NDkyNTI1*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyMzA1OTY2My4xMTIuMS4xNzIzMDU5NjgwLjQzLjAuMA..


Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm EST

Contact Us chat with us at sufs.org

877-735-7837

FTC/FES-EO

PO Box 54429, Jacksonville, FL 32245



Thank you for attending!
Upcoming webinar: September 12th, 2024

Registration Link

FTC/FES-EO

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FC8wN-gdSKCiNn-5E4BTkQ

