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Scholarship Overview
Unique Abilities

Unique Abilities: Students from age 3 through grade 12 or age 22, whichever comes first, who have a
specific diagnosis or have an IEP. The student can be either enrolled as home education with the district
or enrolled in a private school.  
                                                  
Private School: The scholarship to attend an eligible private school, and any remaining funds can be
accessed through your education savings account to further support your child's educational needs.
 
PEP: For Florida students who are not enrolled full-time in a private or public school. 

New Worlds: The program benefits VPK and K-5 public school students who struggle early in reading
and/or math skills.
 
Transportation Stipend: Supports the transportation costs associated with traveling to a different public
school than the one the student has been assigned.



The Unique Abilities
Renewal Application

deadline is 
April 30th!
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Unique Abilities

2025-2026
Parent/Guardian Handbook

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..


New & Renewal Student
Application Checklist

Please follow the link or scan the QR code
provided below to access the necessary
application documents for your review.
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https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/Scholarship-Application-Checklist.pdf?_gl=1*xn3738*_gcl_au*MTkyMTA3MjU0Mi4xNzMwNDg5MTkyLjEyODQ3NzAzMzUuMTczNjk2ODY3Ni4xNzM2OTY4Njc2*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTczNzU2MTc1Mi4xMDMuMS4xNzM3NTYyMDUzLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/Scholarship-Application-Checklist.pdf?_gl=1*xn3738*_gcl_au*MTkyMTA3MjU0Mi4xNzMwNDg5MTkyLjEyODQ3NzAzMzUuMTczNjk2ODY3Ni4xNzM2OTY4Njc2*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTczNzU2MTc1Mi4xMDMuMS4xNzM3NTYyMDUzLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/Scholarship-Application-Checklist.pdf?_gl=1*xn3738*_gcl_au*MTkyMTA3MjU0Mi4xNzMwNDg5MTkyLjEyODQ3NzAzMzUuMTczNjk2ODY3Ni4xNzM2OTY4Njc2*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTczNzU2MTc1Mi4xMDMuMS4xNzM3NTYyMDUzLjYwLjAuMA..


Renewal Application Process

Click the link or scan the QR code
below for a step-by-step guide for

a renewal student.
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https://youtu.be/YZmIDzqfP9E?si=Ees9VloD7hNUeBwd
https://youtu.be/YZmIDzqfP9E?si=Ees9VloD7hNUeBwd
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/FES-UA%20Renewal%20Application%2025-26%20SY-1.pdf


Student ID: 
This is your student’s
unique identification
number that will be
needed for the
engagement center
to look up your
students’ application.

Award ID: 
Give this number to
an eligible private
school of your
choice. They will
use this number to
enroll your student.
This number
changes yearly. 
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What is 
                                   ? 

Benefits of the MyScholarShop:

MyScholarShop offers a seamless shopping experience for
educational materials, allowing vendors to be paid directly through
your child's scholarship account, eliminating any out-of-pocket
expenses and the hassle of reimbursement paperwork. The process
is straightforward: simply search for the items you need as you would
on any online platform, mark your favorites, and proceed to checkout
when ready. MyScholarShop ensures you have sufficient funds before
finalizing your purchase, and it’s essential to confirm your shipping
address beforehand. While MyScholarShop provides a convenient
option, families are not required to use it; they can still buy pre-
approved instructional materials directly from vendors and apply for
reimbursement if preferred.
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Company Name Description of Services Website

Yoto is a screen-free audio player for children, offering stories,
music, and educational content. It encourages learning,
confidence, and independent play, covering topics like phonics,
languages, and math with hundreds of hours of activities and
games.

https://us.yotoplay.com/

Our engaging video-based science curriculum for families combines a
Christian worldview with vibrant visuals to simplify learning. It
includes hands-on activities, virtual mentors passionate about
science, and curated reading lists to deepen understanding and
encourage exploration of complex topics.

https://journeyhomescho
olacademy.com/

Noeo combines science and fun by providing a comprehensive course
with experiments and living books. Each Noeo Box contains materials
for over 70 experiments using common household items, eliminating
shopping trips and allowing hands-on practice. It simplifies lesson
planning by coordinating experiments, readings, and reviews into
easy-to-follow lessons. Living books inspire curiosity and discovery
with engaging narratives and illustrations. The program offers flexible
scheduling to accommodate varying intensities and unexpected life
events. Designed for multiple grades, Noeo allows siblings to learn
together through shared books and experiments.

https://noeoscience.com/
?srsltid=AfmBOooB-
OgSCs9YFI-
mVfaYWtyf7208bCRim6yt
z1NfZ5HbUylUAliX

MyScholarShop
Vendor Alert
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https://us.yotoplay.com/
https://journeyhomeschoolacademy.com/
https://journeyhomeschoolacademy.com/
https://noeoscience.com/?srsltid=AfmBOooB-OgSCs9YFI-mVfaYWtyf7208bCRim6ytz1NfZ5HbUylUAliX
https://noeoscience.com/?srsltid=AfmBOooB-OgSCs9YFI-mVfaYWtyf7208bCRim6ytz1NfZ5HbUylUAliX
https://noeoscience.com/?srsltid=AfmBOooB-OgSCs9YFI-mVfaYWtyf7208bCRim6ytz1NfZ5HbUylUAliX
https://noeoscience.com/?srsltid=AfmBOooB-OgSCs9YFI-mVfaYWtyf7208bCRim6ytz1NfZ5HbUylUAliX
https://noeoscience.com/?srsltid=AfmBOooB-OgSCs9YFI-mVfaYWtyf7208bCRim6ytz1NfZ5HbUylUAliX
https://us.yotoplay.com/
https://journeyhomeschoolacademy.com/
https://noeoscience.com/?srsltid=AfmBOooB-OgSCs9YFI-mVfaYWtyf7208bCRim6ytz1NfZ5HbUylUAliX


MyScholarShop
Resources

Navigating MyScholarShop
in EMA 

Parents: Finding Services and 
Providers in the Marketplace
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https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=O6PsCvJ_uLzpMICm
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=WTOPKJzfBAWDvG8K
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=BDwhrtnPFo-Njlck
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=BDwhrtnPFo-Njlck
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=BDwhrtnPFo-Njlck
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2


Purchasing Guide
Hot Topics

FES-UA Handbook pg. 36-37  

Assistive Technology Devices &
Annual Educational Evaluation

Fees
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Approved Assistive Technology Devices 

Augmentative
Communication Device

Braille Displays

Braille Embossers

FM System

Interactive
Metronome

Light Signaler
Alerts

Proloquo2Go

Reading Tools

Vibroacoustic
Therapy

Text-to-speech
(TTS) or Speech
Synthesizers
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Approved Assistive Technology Devices 

Screen
Magnifiers/Enlargers

Screen Readers Sip-And-Puff
Systems

Smart Board Speech or Voice
Recognition Programs

Student
Response
Systems

Switches and
other Devices

Talking and Large
Print Word
Processors

TTY/TTD
Conversion
Modems
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Unique Abilities Handbook pg. 36-37  

Important to
Note

Additional Assistive Devices
may be eligible with Pre-
Authorization

We will cover preauthorizations later in the presentation

Unique Abilities



FES-UA Handbook pg. 36-37  
FTC/FES-EO Handbook pg. 29 

Training On The
Use Of Assistive
Technology
Devices 

Scholarship funds can be used to
train parents/guardians or
students on how to use digital
devices, digital peripheral devices,
or assistive technology devices.
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Covered Annual
Education
Evaluation
Fees  

Approved standardized testing or assessments include: 

• National and state-standardized, norm-referenced assessments 
• Advanced Placement (AP) examinations 
• Industry certification examinations 
• Transition assessments 
• Assessments related to postsecondary education 
• Conducting career and interest assessments 
• Initial or re-evaluation assessments 
• Other assessments may be eligible with pre-authorization

FES-UA Handbook pg. 36-37  

Unique Abilities



Annual Evaluation for home
education student or
standardized testing guide
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FES-UA Handbook pg. 36-37  
FTC/FES-EO Handbook pg. 29 

Evaluation of a student’s educational progress upon review of the portfolio and discussion with the
student by a teacher holding a valid regular Florida certificate to teach academic subjects at the
elementary or secondary level. 

Administration of any nationally normed student achievement test administered by a certified
teacher. 

Administration of a state student assessment test by a certified teacher at a location and under
testing conditions approved by the school district

Fees for annual evaluations of the educational progress of a home education student as required
under s. 1002.41(1)(f), F.S. is covered by the Family Empowerment Scholarship.

Important
Items To Note :
Annual
Educational
Evaluation 
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Educational Benefit Form Explained 
Please ensure all necessary questions are thoroughly answered
and a detailed description is given for the educational benefit of
that item, lesson, field trip. 

Educational Benefit Form

Unique Abilities
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https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/SUFS%20Educational%20Benefit%20Form.pdf


Reimbursement 
Resources

Pre-Authorization Presentation YouTube Video

Pre-Authorization Presentation

Pre-Authorization 
A step by step guide to submitting a
Pre-Authorization in EMA 

Please scan the QR code below or click
the link to access the presentation.
Also, you can click the link on the right
to watch the YouTube video for this
process.

Reimbursement Guide 
A step by step guide to submitting a Reimbursement in EMA 

Please scan the QR code or you can click the link to access the
presentation 

Guardians Reimbursement Guide
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs6x9he0GsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs6x9he0GsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs6x9he0GsI
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/New%20Pre%20Auth%20Process%20in%20EMA%20100124.pdf
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/Guardians%20Step%20Up%20For%20Students%20Reimbursement%20Guide%20%20(1).pdf


Florida 529 College Savings Plan

Step Up cannot provide a student's 529
Savings Plan number. If you are not able to

locate this number in the 529 account,
please contact your account holder.

Overview of Florida 529
Savings Plan



Locate the 10-digit number
associated with your student's 529

Savings Plan Account. 

Florida 529 College Savings Plan



For guardians to contribute to the 529 College Savings
Plans using scholarship funds, they will need to follow
the steps below.
 
First, sign into your account in EMA  and select
Marketplace.

Florida 529 College Savings Plan



Once the guardian selects
“Marketplace”, they must choose
“Find Providers” to bill for the 529
College Savings Plan. 

Florida 529 College Savings Plan



  After selecting a student, guardians can filter by selecting Florida 529 College Savings Plan from the
drop-down, then click on the Hyperlink below in the search results.

Florida 529 College Savings Plan



After selecting the provider, the guardian must then select the location associated with the 
“service provider”.

Florida 529 College Savings Plan



Guardians need to indicate the rate
(amount) they wish to contribute to
their 529 College Savings Plan to
make contributions. The quantity

cannot be changed.

Florida 529 College Savings Plan



Double-check the amount you want to contribute to the 529 plan. Once correct, enter the 529 account
number in the notes column. Once you have confirmed everything, click reserve funds. 
 Note: An incorrect account number may result in the purchase not getting processed!

Florida 529 College Savings Plan



After adding the 529 to your cart, select "Reserve Funds" to proceed to checkout. You will need to
confirm permission to send your contact information to the provider by checking the box for "Yes"

before the "Confirm" button appears.

Florida 529 College Savings Plan



Direct contribution requests must be submitted by the 14th day of each month
and will be sent to Florida Prepaid for verification monthly before each payment
is made. The student’s name listed on the scholarship account must match the
name of the beneficiary of the Florida Prepaid account. Any requests received

after the 14th day of each month will not be sent to Florida Prepaid for
verification until the next month.

Florida Prepaid



Contributions to a Stanley G. Tate Florida
Prepaid College Program account must
be paid out of pocket and reimbursed to
the parent. There is no direct payment
option for Florida Prepaid Accounts.
 
The student’s name listed on the
scholarship account must match the
name of the beneficiary of the Stanley G.
Tate Florida Prepaid College Savings
Program. 
 
UA Purchasing Guide Pg. 24- 25

Florida Prepaid

https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*xe2rbc*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjMyMzA3OTIuQ2p3S0NBancyZEcxQmhCNEVpd0E5OThjcURsTmUxVFY4dEJudUJXUGx6a1lzS3lqaGhkb2dDQ0ttREJZdHcxVUhHcF9NM01hTWtkN2V4b0NpX2dRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MjAwNDIyMTgzNi4xNzI2NTE2OTMx*_ga*Nzc2MjM0NTg0LjE3MDMwNzQwNzc.*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyNzg5MTkyNi4xMDUuMS4xNzI3ODkyMTMyLjU5LjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*xe2rbc*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjMyMzA3OTIuQ2p3S0NBancyZEcxQmhCNEVpd0E5OThjcURsTmUxVFY4dEJudUJXUGx6a1lzS3lqaGhkb2dDQ0ttREJZdHcxVUhHcF9NM01hTWtkN2V4b0NpX2dRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MjAwNDIyMTgzNi4xNzI2NTE2OTMx*_ga*Nzc2MjM0NTg0LjE3MDMwNzQwNzc.*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyNzg5MTkyNi4xMDUuMS4xNzI3ODkyMTMyLjU5LjAuMA..
https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*xe2rbc*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjMyMzA3OTIuQ2p3S0NBancyZEcxQmhCNEVpd0E5OThjcURsTmUxVFY4dEJudUJXUGx6a1lzS3lqaGhkb2dDQ0ttREJZdHcxVUhHcF9NM01hTWtkN2V4b0NpX2dRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MjAwNDIyMTgzNi4xNzI2NTE2OTMx*_ga*Nzc2MjM0NTg0LjE3MDMwNzQwNzc.*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTcyNzg5MTkyNi4xMDUuMS4xNzI3ODkyMTMyLjU5LjAuMA..




At this time we do not have the staffing for live Q&A sessions during the
webinars but all questions turned in after the webinar are reviewed and we
do our best to answer them in the following month’s webinar.
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 Question: What happens if I have FTC or FES-EO and want to apply for UA (2025-2026)?

Answer:  Starting in the 2025-2026 academic year, declining and accepting scholarships will be managed
through your EMA account. To apply for the FES-UA scholarship, you must first decline your current FTC or
FES-EO scholarship, which involves your school returning any received payments. Consult your school
about their procedures for tuition and fees. After declining, you can apply for FES-UA, and if awarded,
provide the new Award ID to your school.

Question: How do I move my Legacy funds to use in EMA for reimbursements?

Answer:Your available funds are already accessible in EMA. Please use the Marketplace to find Providers or
use MyScholarShop or submit reimbursements in your EMA account. Click here for the YouTube video
regarding reimbursements and pre-authorizations.

Unique Abilities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs6x9he0GsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs6x9he0GsI


 Question: Do I have to tell my school what my student’s award amount is?

Answer: These discussions occur between the parent and the school. While there is no obligation for a
parent to disclose their award amount, a school is free to inquire about it.

Question: What are the requirements for someone to be a tutor in EMA or for reimbursement?

Answer: Pages 17-18 in the FES-UA Purchasing Guide detail the requirements for full-time and part-time
tutors.

Unique Abilities



Please scan the QR code
or click the link to

access the Guardian
Handbook  and/or the

Purchasing Guide 

Guardian Handbook &
Purchasing Guide  

Resources

2025-2026
Purchasing Guide

2025-2026
Parent/Guardian Handbook
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https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*14qm8qh*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDE0NzI4LjU3LjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*14qm8qh*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDE0NzI4LjU3LjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*14qm8qh*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDE0NzI4LjU3LjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..


Previous Unique
Abilities Open Houses

December Open House January Open House February Open House
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https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/FES-UA%20Open%20House%20December%202024.pdf
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/FES-UA%20Open%20House%20January%202025.pdf
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024-2025/FES-UA%20Open%20House%20February%202025.pdf


Looking Ahead: Here are the
registration links for the upcoming
FTC/EO, PEP, NWSA  Open Houses

FES-UA Open House
April 17, 2025

FTC/FES-EO Open House
April 10, 2025

PEP Open House
March 27, 2025

New World Open House
May 14, 2025

Unique Abilities

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j4ds8t7rSZ-Nmr7owL8JRw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FC8wN-gdSKCiNn-5E4BTkQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_f_ItctyiTCymkTML6XpYtw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_k1qK9NsUTU2DqLIw6Ss0mg


Looking for additional help? Scan the QR
code or click the link to access our
YouTube channel. 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Unique Abilities

https://www.youtube.com/@stepup4students


SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE 
NOW OPEN!

Applications are officially open, but you have time and we will be
here to support you every step of the way!

Deadlines to remember for 2025-26

Renewal Applications are due 
February 1-April 30

Private Schools, Unique Abilities, PEP 

New Application due dates:

Private Schools: February 1-November 15

Unique Abilities: February 1-November 15

PEP: February 1-April 30

Scholarship
Application Deadlines



Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm EST

Contact Us Chat with us sufs.org

877-735-7837

Unique Abilities

https://www.stepupforstudents.org/contact/


Thank you for attending!
Upcoming webinar: April 17th, 2025

Registration Link

Unique Abilities

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j4ds8t7rSZ-Nmr7owL8JRw

