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 Communications
 Subject: 📌 Renew your student's
Unique Abilities Scholarship by April 30!

Date: 03/25/2025

Unique Abilities



Funding/Reimbursement Concerns, Timeline
Application status
Fixing an error with an application including Documentation
Questions (diagnoses, proof of residency, etc.) 
How to Submit Documentation after season close for foster
placement or military PCS
Technical Issues/Locked out of account in EMA
Following up on a ticket
General scholarship or application questions that cannot be
found in the Handbook/Purchasing Guide

Unique Abilities
When To Call The Engagement Center

877-735-7837



 Handbook Highlight

Unique Abilities

At the end of your Unique Abilities
Family Handbook, you can find a

chart that outlines the authorized
uses of scholarship funds.



Scholarship Overview
Unique Abilities

Unique Abilities: Students from age 3 through grade 12 or age 22, whichever comes first, who have a
specific diagnosis or have an IEP. The student can be either enrolled as home education with the district
or enrolled in a private school.  
                                                  
Private School: The scholarship to attend an eligible private school, and any remaining funds can be
accessed through your education savings account to further support your child's educational needs.
 
PEP: For Florida students who are not enrolled full-time in a private or public school. 

New Worlds: The program benefits VPK and K-5 public school students who struggle early in reading
and/or math skills.
 
Transportation Stipend: Supports the transportation costs associated with traveling to a different public
school than the one the student has been assigned.



Unique Abilities
2025-2026

Application Dates 

English

Spanish



Dependents of active-duty members of the United States
Armed Forces have the opportunity to apply for
scholarships throughout the school year. This initiative
aims to support military families by easing the financial
burden of education. Parents or guardians interested in
this scholarship after applications are closed for the
season must initiate the process by contacting Step Up
For Students at (877) 735-7837, where they can open an
application for their student.

Military Application
Process 
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To successfully complete the application, parents or guardians need to
provide specific documentation based on their residency status in Florida.

For established Florida residents: 

A copy of the Service Member’s Leave & Earnings Statement (LES)

for the month of application.

For renewal students moving out of Florida: 

A copy of the Permanent Change of Station orders.

Leave and Earnings Statement.

IRS Domicile 2058 or DFAS Form 702.

For new students moving into Florida: 

A copy of the Permanent Change of Station orders.

Military Application - 
Documentation

Needed

Unique Abilities



New & Renewal Student
Application Checklist

Please follow the link or scan the QR code
provided below to access the necessary
application documents for your review.

Unique Abilities

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/Scholarship-Application-Checklist.pdf?_gl=1*xn3738*_gcl_au*MTkyMTA3MjU0Mi4xNzMwNDg5MTkyLjEyODQ3NzAzMzUuMTczNjk2ODY3Ni4xNzM2OTY4Njc2*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTczNzU2MTc1Mi4xMDMuMS4xNzM3NTYyMDUzLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/Scholarship-Application-Checklist.pdf?_gl=1*xn3738*_gcl_au*MTkyMTA3MjU0Mi4xNzMwNDg5MTkyLjEyODQ3NzAzMzUuMTczNjk2ODY3Ni4xNzM2OTY4Njc2*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTczNzU2MTc1Mi4xMDMuMS4xNzM3NTYyMDUzLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/Scholarship-Application-Checklist.pdf?_gl=1*xn3738*_gcl_au*MTkyMTA3MjU0Mi4xNzMwNDg5MTkyLjEyODQ3NzAzMzUuMTczNjk2ODY3Ni4xNzM2OTY4Njc2*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTczNzU2MTc1Mi4xMDMuMS4xNzM3NTYyMDUzLjYwLjAuMA..


Renewal Application Process

Click the link or scan the QR code
below for a step-by-step guide for

a renewal student.

Unique Abilities

https://youtu.be/YZmIDzqfP9E?si=Ees9VloD7hNUeBwd
https://youtu.be/YZmIDzqfP9E?si=Ees9VloD7hNUeBwd
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/FES-UA%20Renewal%20Application%2025-26%20SY-1.pdf


Student ID: 
This is your
student’s
unique
identification
number that will
be needed for
the engagement
center to look up
your student’s
account.

Award ID: 
Give this
number to an
eligible private
school of your
choice. They
will use this
number to
enroll your
student. This
number
changes yearly. 
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What is 
                             ?

These are the benefits of MyScholarShop

Vendors are paid directly through your child’s scholarship account with no out-of-
pocket costs.
No reimbursement paperwork is needed.

How Does MyScholarShop Work?
“Pick it, Click it, and Ship it”

Search for what you need as you would on any online store and find the items you want.
Mark them as a favorite for later, and check them out when you’re ready. MyScholarShop
will do the rest, including checking to ensure you have available funds. Don't forget to
verify your shipping address before checking out!

You are not obligated to use MyScholarShop. You can purchase pre-approved instructional
materials and curricula directly from vendors and then apply for reimbursement.
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Company Name Description of Services Website

Each week, you'll receive a historical letter in your mailbox
from notable figures like Benjamin Franklin and Sojourner
Truth. Choose from topics such as World War II, the Industrial
Revolution, and the Civil War, featuring a variety of eras and
personalities. Each letter comes with “The Postscript,” an
article providing background information from our expert
researchers.

https://www.letterjoy.co
/?

srsltid=AfmBOoplbsYAts
FYFzl0sMUf_kRTRZ6B4i

eFDqkjKtqfJy66YX0-
jiWR

Nicole the Math Lady teaches Saxon Math and offers
memberships for one-year access to lesson videos, online
grading, and support tools for individuals, families, co-ops, and
schools. Saxon Math uses a spiral method to introduce new
skills daily while reviewing previous concepts. With her video
lessons, students can effectively learn Saxon Math.

https://nicolethemathla
dy.com/

MyScholarShop
Vendor Alert
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https://www.letterjoy.co/?srsltid=AfmBOoplbsYAtsFYFzl0sMUf_kRTRZ6B4ieFDqkjKtqfJy66YX0-jiWR
https://www.letterjoy.co/?srsltid=AfmBOoplbsYAtsFYFzl0sMUf_kRTRZ6B4ieFDqkjKtqfJy66YX0-jiWR
https://www.letterjoy.co/?srsltid=AfmBOoplbsYAtsFYFzl0sMUf_kRTRZ6B4ieFDqkjKtqfJy66YX0-jiWR
https://www.letterjoy.co/?srsltid=AfmBOoplbsYAtsFYFzl0sMUf_kRTRZ6B4ieFDqkjKtqfJy66YX0-jiWR
https://www.letterjoy.co/?srsltid=AfmBOoplbsYAtsFYFzl0sMUf_kRTRZ6B4ieFDqkjKtqfJy66YX0-jiWR
https://www.letterjoy.co/?srsltid=AfmBOoplbsYAtsFYFzl0sMUf_kRTRZ6B4ieFDqkjKtqfJy66YX0-jiWR
https://nicolethemathlady.com/
https://nicolethemathlady.com/
https://www.letterjoy.co/?srsltid=AfmBOoplbsYAtsFYFzl0sMUf_kRTRZ6B4ieFDqkjKtqfJy66YX0-jiWR
https://nicolethemathlady.com/


Company Name Description of Services Website

Discover effortless baking and family bonding with our Bake & Explore
kits. Each kit features Recipe Cards, Quality Ingredients, and engaging
Activities. Create lasting memories as you bake and taste global treats
together, strengthening family ties through the joy of cooking.

https://www.bakitbox
.com/

The "2 Hour Learning" model redefines education by allowing students to
focus on their studies for just two hours each morning, using adaptive
learning apps and AI tutoring to customize their experience. The rest of
the day offers flexibility for activities that develop life skills and personal
interests, promoting a balance between academic success and real-world
experiences.

https://2hourlearning
.com/

Super Duper Publications creates fun educational materials for children
ages 3 to 12, including games, workbooks, and online programs, with a
focus on those with speech and language delays, developmental
disabilities, and autism.

https://www.superdu
perinc.com/

MyScholarShop
Vendor Alert
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https://www.bakitbox.com/
https://www.bakitbox.com/
https://www.superduperinc.com/
https://www.superduperinc.com/
https://www.bakitbox.com/
https://www.superduperinc.com/
https://2hourlearning.com/


MyScholarShop
Resources

Navigating MyScholarShop
in EMA 

Parents: Finding Services and 
Providers in the Marketplace

Unique Abilities

https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=O6PsCvJ_uLzpMICm
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=WTOPKJzfBAWDvG8K
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=BDwhrtnPFo-Njlck
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=BDwhrtnPFo-Njlck
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=BDwhrtnPFo-Njlck
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
https://youtu.be/EBfRKp6Znm4?si=1SyiZ33A0iElWAK2
https://youtu.be/ThFh0Hq2Ieo?si=BDwhrtnPFo-Njlck


Florida Theme Parks 
& Field TripsPurchasing Guide

Hot Topics

Unique Abilities Purchasing Guide pg. 9-10
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•Museum Admission

•Aquarium/Zoo Admission

•Programs or Events at Museums/Zoos/Aquariums

•Museum or Library Memberships

•Aquarium/Zoo Memberships

•Ticketed Events (including plays, musicals, or

orchestral performances)

•Admission to Cultural Programming Events or Facilities

•Admission to a Florida theme park

•School Field Trips fees paid to an Eligible Private School

Approved Florida
Theme Parks &

Field Trips

Florida Theme Parks
& Field Trips

Unique Abilities
Unique Abilities Purchasing Guide pg. 9-10



Animal Kingdom

Hollywood Studios

Epcot

Universal Studios Florida

Islands of Adventure

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay

Magic Kingdom

SeaWorld Orlando Legoland Florida

Peppa Pig Theme Park

Please Note: An annual pass or multi-day ticket includes admission to more than one of
the theme parks above in the same resort family.

Eligible Florida Theme Parks
Unique Abilities

Unique Abilities Purchasing Guide pg. 9-10



Important Items
To Note

Student admission only- Family admissions reimbursements
will be prorated to cover only the student’s cost

The student’s ticket price must be age-appropriate

Special event ticketing (for example, after-hours events) at
a Florida Theme Park is not an eligible expense

Tickets or admission must be purchased directly from the
venue/vendor or an authorized third-party seller.

Secondary market or resale tickets are not reimbursable

Florida Theme Parks
& Field Trips

Unique Abilities
Unique Abilities Purchasing Guide pg. 9-10



Florida Theme Parks
& Field TripsUnique Abilities

Unique Abilities Purchasing Guide pg. 9-10

Reimbursement
in EMA for 
Field Trips 



One reimbursement request for a Florida theme park ticket or annual pass
during the school year (July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025) can be submitted per
scholarship student 

Additional services (such as parking, food and beverage packages,
photographs or souvenirs, or premium access) will not be covered

Theme park admissions have to be in the State of Florida

Florida theme park admissions or annual passes are eligible once a year at
a max of $299 plus tax.

Non-school-associated out-of-state field trips require Pre-Authorization
AND the Educational Benefit Form. 

Florida theme park admission reimbursement requests must be
accompanied by educational benefit form

Florida Theme Parks
& Field Trips

Unique Abilities
Unique Abilities Purchasing Guide pg. 9-10



Educational Benefit Form Explained 
Please ensure all necessary questions are thoroughly answered
and a detailed description is given for the educational benefit of
that item, lesson, field trip. 

Sa
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Educational Benefit Form
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https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/SUFS%20Educational%20Benefit%20Form.pdf


At this time we do not have the staffing for live Q&A sessions during the
webinars but all questions turned in after the webinar are reviewed and we
do our best to answer them in the following month’s webinar.
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 When will the governor
sign the budget? Finalized award amounts

will be announced once the
Governor signs the budget
which will be no later than

July 1, 2025. 
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 Question: We are transforming a playhouse into a school room. Can we get reimbursed for the construction materials needed such
as insulation, paneling, carpeting, etc.?

Answer: Construction materials for a room are not considered approved expenses. However, educational items within the room
may be approved. Examples of these educational items include:

Desk
Chair
Storage (bookshelves, organization containers)
Architect/drafting table
Picnic table
Television (size meets student’s unique needs)
Indoor projector
Standing or drop-down screen

For more details, please refer to page 11 of the Unique Abilities Purchasing Guide.

Unique Abilities

Whiteboard
Rug or foam tile
Maps/globes/atlases
Bulletin board
Timer/clock
Educational poster/visual support
Other furniture and equipment that supports student’s learning needs



Question: Our child qualifies for VPK for the Children with Disabilities program (SIS) at a county public school.
Does this conflict with the UA scholarship?

Answer: 
Students awarded a Unique Abilities Scholarship may not enroll in any public school, full-time or part-time,
that reports them to the State for funding. 

Students may use the FES-UA scholarship and the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Program at an
eligible private school at the same time. 

They may not use an FES-UA scholarship and VPK’s Specialized Instructional Services (VPK-SIS) at the same
time.

Please refer to page 12 of the Unique Abilities Parent Handbook 

Unique Abilities

(This applies for the 2024-2025 school year)



Reimbursement 
Resources

Pre-Authorization Presentation YouTube Video

Pre-Authorization Presentation

Pre-Authorization 
A step-by-step guide to submitting
a Pre-Authorization in EMA. Please
scan the QR code below, or you can
click the link to access the
presentation.

Additionally, to your right, you can
click the link to access the
YouTube video for this process.

Reimbursement Guide 
A step by step guide to submitting a Reimbursement in EMA.

Please scan the QR code or you can click the link to access the
presentation. 

Guardians Reimbursement Guide

Unique Abilities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rX64mPElCFM
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/New%20Pre%20Auth%20Process%20in%20EMA%20100124.pdf
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/Guardians%20Step%20Up%20For%20Students%20Reimbursement%20Guide%20%20(1).pdf


Please scan the QR code
or click the link to

access the Guardian
Handbook  and/or the

Purchasing Guide 

Guardian Handbook &
Purchasing Guide  

Resources

2024-2025
Purchasing Guide

2024-2025
Parent/Guardian Handbook

Unique Abilities

https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*14qm8qh*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDE0NzI4LjU3LjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*14qm8qh*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDE0NzI4LjU3LjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA%20Purchasing%20Guide%202024-25.pdf?_gl=1*14qm8qh*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDE0NzI4LjU3LjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/HANDBOOKS/Parent%20Handbooks/FES-UA-Parent-Handbook.pdf?_gl=1*y79idp*_gcl_au*MTg2MTIwNDA5My4xNzM5OTc2Mjg5*_ga*MTg4NjE4NDQ2My4xNzA0NzMwNzAx*_ga_V4KBYBT1HD*MTc0MjQxMjI3MC4xMjEuMS4xNzQyNDEyNTcxLjYwLjAuMA..


Previous Unique
Abilities  

Open Houses

March Open HouseJanuary Open House February Open House
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https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024-2025/FES-UA%20Open%20House%20March%202025.pdf
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/FES-UA%20Open%20House%20January%202025.pdf
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024-2025/FES-UA%20Open%20House%20February%202025.pdf


Looking Ahead: Here are the
registration links for the upcoming
Open House presentations for each

scholarship.

Unique AbilitiesOpen House
May 15, 2025

Private School Open House
May 8, 2025

PEP Open House
April 24, 2025

New Worlds Open House
May 14, 2025

Unique Abilities

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j4ds8t7rSZ-Nmr7owL8JRw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j4ds8t7rSZ-Nmr7owL8JRw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FC8wN-gdSKCiNn-5E4BTkQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_f_ItctyiTCymkTML6XpYtw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_k1qK9NsUTU2DqLIw6Ss0mg


Are you looking for
additional helpful videos?
Scan the QR code or click

the link below.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

Unique Abilities

https://www.youtube.com/@stepup4students
https://www.youtube.com/@stepup4students


Registration for The 27th Annual Family Cafe is now open!
To register, click the “Register Here”

Since 1998, The Annual Family Café has united Floridians with disabilities for
three days of information, training, and networking each June. It features

breakout sessions, an Exhibit Hall with vendors, keynote speakers, and the
Governors’ Summit on Disabilities, providing resources, access to policymakers,

and networking opportunities. The 27th Annual Family Café will take place 
June 13-15, 2025, at the Hyatt Regency Orlando.

Will you be in attendance? Visit our table.

https://familycafe.net/register_for_the_afc/
https://familycafe.net/register_for_the_afc/
https://familycafe.net/register_for_the_afc/
https://familycafe.net/register_for_the_afc/
https://familycafe.net/register_for_the_afc/
https://familycafe.net/annual-family-cafe/


Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm EST

Contact Us Chat with us sufs.org

877-735-7837

Unique Abilities

https://www.stepupforstudents.org/contact/


Thank you for attending!
Upcoming webinar: May 15, 2025

Registration Link

Unique Abilities

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j4ds8t7rSZ-Nmr7owL8JRw

